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• Our Curriculum is innovative, appropriate, 
exciting, broad, differentiated and 
challenging and prepares students for 
their future destinations. 

• It incorporates the four areas of special 
educational need as noted in the 2014 
SEND code of practice. These include, 
communication and interaction, cognition 
and learning, social, emotional and mental 
wellbeing and sensory/ physical needs. 

• It also takes into account the seven 
aspects of cognition and learning as 
mentioned in the Rochford Review. 

• Our curriculum enables students to make 
good progress from a starting point that 
is individualised and specific to them.



Assessment of individuals 

• At the start of an academic year (September) all students are assessed. Their P levels or National curriculum levels 
are recorded and they are set a starting point in each of the curriculum modules. 

• The table below shows what sort of assessment takes place at what time in the year.

Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July

Students assessed,
baseline levels assessed and starting 

points agreed.

Learning outcomes set (Learning 
Wheels)

Learning outcomes updated RAG 
rated/progress recorded

Individual students learning outcomes
checked – progress noted and 

interventions put into place if needed. 

Learning outcomes progress assessed 
and recorded/ reported.

End of year reports to parents

Reports to full governing body



Curriculum modules

Functional 
Skills

Beyond the 
classroom

My Wellbeing
Being Active 

Vocational 
skills

Creativity Being Safe



Curriculum module and unit overview



• Money
• Time
• Weights and 

measures
• Key concepts
• Number

• Communication
• Social interaction
• Reading
• Symbol recognition
• PECS
• Writing  

• Exploring and 
experiencing computing 
and a range of digital 
devices for leisure.

• Accessing ICT to include, 
computer, iPad, tablet, 
laptop, interactive 
whiteboard, smartboard. 

• Internet safety

Module title

Unit titles

Brief 
overview 
of some 
learning 

activities 
in each 
unit of 
work.



• Explore all areas
and facilities 
outdoors.

• Engage in and 
enjoy nature.

• To look after the 
local environment.

• To engage in the 
world around us. 

• Day trips and 
experiences to places 
out of the local 
community e.g. 
seaside, farm, London 
etc.

• Accessing the local 
community.

• Visiting a range of 
facilities and stores.

• Road safety. 
• How to be safe in the 

community.
• Using money in real 

life situations.

• Planting fruit and 
vegetables from seed.

• Improving an area in 
the local environment.

• Gardening for leisure. 
• Plant care.
• To use a range of 

gardening equipment 
safely. 



• Health
• Fitness
• Healthy eating
• Personal safety 

• Life skills and 
household tasks 
including, washing and 
drying clothes and 
dishes, making the bed, 
cleaning different 
surfaces, mopping, 
sweeping, vacuuming, 
safely making a drink  
and preparing a meal or 
snack. 

• Personal hygiene and 
appearance

• Health and wellbeing
• Staying safe in school, 

at home and in the 
community.

• Making decisions about 
what you like and don’t 
like.

• Social interaction with 
peers and young people 
from other schools.

• Opportunities to 
socialise within the 
local community. 

• Emotional and mental 
wellbeing.

• Self regulation and 
support to understand 
how you feel. 



• To experience, 
practise and learn the 
skills required to take 
part in a team game 
and any sporting 
activity. 

• Team games of boccia, 
rounders, volleyball, 
tennis, cricket, 
basketball, football, 
netball etc.

• All students 
experience being a 
member of a team.

• Some students develop 
their leadership skills 
by leading a team. 

• Visits into the 
community to learn 
about leisure facilities 
and activities in the local 
area. 

• Opportunities to take 
part in sporting 
activities with other 
schools. 

• Sports events at 
different venues, e.g. 
Stoke Mandeville 
Stadium .

• Students are 
supported to complete 
their individual physio 
programmes which are 
written by the 
Physiotherapists.



• Identifying utensils 
and ingredients.

• Cookery
• Preparing simple 

snacks and meals
• How to use a 

kitchen safely.

• Being responsible 
for themselves and 
their belongings 

• Transition to next 
stage of life (next 
key stage, into post 
16 or after school)

• Planning for future 
destinations

• Work experience in 
school (office skills 
and classroom jobs)

• Work experience in 
the local community

• Work experience 
with The National 
Trust at 
Waddesdon Manor. 
(Post 16)

• Visits and work 
experience 
opportunities on a 
working farm.

• Projects with the 
school dog, 
Patience.

• Caring for pets.



• To experiment, explore 
and create art with a 
range of two and three 
dimensional art 
materials. 

• To experience the 
work of different 
artists

• To experience 
different styles of art.

• To explore, experience 
and play a range of 
instruments.

• To experience and 
listen to a range of live 
musicians.

• To listen to different 
styles of music and 
make a preference.

• To make music using 
digital equipment. 

• To take part in role 
play and drama

• To play an active part 
in an appropriate role 
in our school 
production.

• Some students would 
be involved in writing 
the script for the 
school production. 

• Activities to stimulate 
the senses; touch, 
smell, taste, sight and 
hearing.



Being Safe

myself & the world

SMSC Safeguarding
Relationships 

& 

Sex Education

Keeping Safe
(Child Friendly Safeguarding 

Poster)

Anti-Bullying

Radicalisation 

Online Safety

People Who 
Help Us

Growing up
(changes in my body)

Appropriate Touch

Personal & Private

Menstruation

Masturbation

Relationships

Own and Other Cultures
(diversity)

Feeling Good about Myself
(self-esteem) 

Learning about Right and 
Wrong

(the rule of law)

Democracy
(voting)



Example of a unit of work

Cross curricular 
links. Areas 
where learning 
can be 
reinforced in 

other modules.

Ideas of 
how 
learning can 
be 
continued 
at home. 

What 
students will 
learn and 
achieve when 
working on 
this module. 

Levels of 
differentiation 
(more details on the 
next page)

Individual 
learning 
outcomes 



Differentiated learning outcomes
• The differentiated learning outcomes are specific to each unit of work.

• In each unit of work there are 5 levels of differentiation,  these are Encounter and explore, Engage and respond, 
Initiate and develop, Apply and generalise, Consolidate and expand. See below

• Within each level of differentiation the amount of support a student would require can vary from hand over hand and 
physical support to verbal guidance, supervision or independent.

Encounter and Explore Engage and Respond Initiate and Develop Apply and Generalise Consolidate and Expand

The Curriculum offers ‘contexts for learning’ within the 

5 Areas of Engagement.

Students are developing concepts and skills that are 

pre-requisites for subject specific learning.

In sensory activities in familiar and accessible contexts, 

students:

The Curriculum offers specific learning within the Pre-Key Stage 

Standards.

Students are engaged in subject-specific learning

.

In structured activities, in familiar and accessible contexts, students:

The Curriculum offers specific 

learning within the Pre-Key 

Stage Standards.

Students are engaged in subject-

specific learning

In structured activities, in both 

familiar and new contexts, 

students:

Not yet at Subject Specific Learning (PMLD) Subject Specific Learning (pre-NC, NC entry levels) Extended Learning



Individual learning wheels – termly target setting

Differentiated learning 
outcomes for each of 
the modules of work

Learning 
outcomes linked 
to individual 
statement or 
EHCP outcomes. 

Specific 
differentiated 
outcomes for 
each of the 
units within 
the functional 
skills module.

Specific target linked to 
speech and language 
therapy, physiotherapy 
or occupational therapy, 
as required by individual.



Individual learning wheels – end of term recording progress

Progress towards 
Statement and 
EHCP outcomes is 
recorded at the 
annual review. 

Teachers assess the 
students throughout the 
term and at the end of the 
term. They highlight each 
outcome to show how much 
progress the individual has 
made in each of their 
learning outcomes. Colour 
coding system is shown 
below.

Green =outstanding progress 
made, the outcome has been 
achieved

Red = minimal progress 
made, interventions put in 
place to support students 
learning.  

Yellow = good progress made 
towards achieving the 
outcome. The outcome will 
be repeated.



Evidence of learning and progression folders

• An evidence of learning sheet is completed for each learning 
outcome on students’ learning wheel. 

• This sheet is completed by the Class Teacher or Senior 
Learning Support Assistant. 

• Students are assessed at three points during the term (starting 
point, middle and completed as highlighted on the sample to the 
right).

• The evidence of learning sheet clearly shows the progress that 
each student is making in each of their learning outcomes.

• Photographs and examples of work support the written evidence 
on the evidence of learning sheet. 

• Each student has an evidence of learning and progression folder 
which contains their learning wheels, evidence of their learning 
and progress for each of the modules and outcomes on their 
individual learning wheel. 

• This is a sample of an evidence of learning sheet.


